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added, might have learnt this barbarous practice from
the French, with this difference, that the former only
beheaded their oppressors, and not their prince or
their fellow-countrymen. In the frequent skirmishes
which took place, the French soldiers were no match
for the mountain-bands, which harassed them on all
sides. Lauriston, who meditated the occupation of
Albania and the Herzegovina, tried to win over by
promises the highland chief whom he could not
crush by force. But Peter was not to be bought by
the empty title of Patriarch of Dalmatia. He even
warned his old enemies, the Turks, of the danger
which threatened them. But when Turkey declared
war against Russia at the end of 1806, he did not
hesitate to accept the invitation of the Herzegovinian
chieftains who sought his aid. But the attempt of
the Montenegrins to seize the important fortress of
Xiksic failed. It was reserved for Prince Nicholas to
capture it seventy years later.

The peace of Tilsit in 1807 gave the Bocche to the
French, and for the next six years they remained in
almost undisputed possession of the coast. Their
Emperor had learned by experience to consider the
Montenegrins as dangerous neighbours, whom it was
better to have as friends than foes. He accordingly
lost no time in making overtures to their warlike
ruler. Marmont sought an interview with Peter at
the Fort of the Trinity above Cattaro, at which he
made him an offer of his Emperor's protection. The
Vladika coldly replied that that of the Czar was
sufficient. But Napoleon did not despair of bringing
this wild and independent mountain-folk under his